MINUTES

EIGHTEENTH STATED MEETING
NEW RIVER PRESBYTERY
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
March 14-15, 1980

Kanawha Salines Presbyterian Church, Charleston, WV

Opening Worship: Moderator Michael Bolus presided as the worship service
began at T:30 p.m., March 14. Following the opening prayer, the singing
of a hymn, an offering for Presbytery, a nd a song by the host church choir,
The moderator spoke, his subject being "pAmerica, a Nation in Peril." The
second coming of Christ was cited as our great hope and inspiration.

The service was concluded with the observance of the Lord's Supper with the
moderator and host pastor presiding and the session of the host church serv-
ing.

Call to order: Presbytery was called to order. Teaching elders present
were George B. Alder II, Michael Bolus, John Dodd, Norman Evans, William
Hill, Jr., Rod Mays, and Linwood Wilkes.

Ruline elders present were Thomas Minter (Leb anon), Charles Kennedy (Tittle
River), Jerry Martin (F,ith), John Jenkins (Rebecca Littlepage), D. Ho Dor-
ity and F. 8. Shockley tiestminster), William Pascavis (Ranawha Salines),
Paige Melton Friday night - Jim Eades Saturday (Covenant).

A quorum was declared present by the clerk.

Blection of Moderator: Nominations for moderator were called for. Michael
Bolus was nominated to serve as moderator for a second term. Motion second-
ed. There were no further nominations and Rev. Bolus was elected unanimous-—

lye.

Rev. Dodd gave the welcome for the host church. F. S. Shockley of West-
minster was attending his first meeting of Presbytery. George Alder intro-
duced two visitors from Presbytery's newest church, Friendship, Mr. and Mrs.
John E. Brooks, Jr. There were also two visitors from *artinsville, Va.,
Larry Burgin and Jim Robertson.

Minutes: Upon requests for a number of corrections, the moderator suggested
Thot Norman Evans and Linwood Wilkes meet with the clerk before adjournment
to agree on the changes needed, following which the minutes could be approved
With this understanding, the approval of the minutes was postponed.

Docket: The clerk noted that the examination of sessional records had not
DPeen docketed. This was added to the docket and scheduled for the mornihg
break time. The corrected docket was agopted.

Committee on Thanks: George Alder II and Pat Jenkins were named to the

" Committee on Thanks.

With several overtufes to be acted upon’on Saturday morning, members of
Presbytery requested that they be read before the evening recess. The mode-
rator read one which he was presenting and the clerk read one from Covenant.

The evening's program concluded with testimonies from each church. Follow
;ggﬁ#hga%ﬁ%ag%cgg%gt g; committee meetings, and Prayer, Presbytery recessed



~_Presbytery reconvened at 8:30 a.m., March 15.

;‘///The moderator led in a season of pzayer.

Clerk's report: The Friday night offering amounted to $89.50, giving
5 oaoh balance of $352.48 with debts of about $20.00.

There were no requests for absence although two teaching elders (Williams
and Fishel) were absent.

The clerk had a letter from Rev. William Fitzhenry requesting his dismissal
to Pittsburgh Presbytery R.P.C.E.S. A letter from that Presbytery had been
received reguesting his transfer letter. It was moved that Rev. Fitzhenry
be dismissed to Pittsburgh Presbytery and that the clerk send a letter in
good standing to that Presbytery. Seconded and carried.

The clerk read this letter from Coy Hughes, South Ruffner Church clerk of
session: "To: Clerk of New River Presbytery -~ This letter is written to
inform the New River Presbytery and the Presbyterian Church in America

that as of March 9, 1980 the congregation of South Ruffner Presbyterian
Church has vated to withdraw from the Presbyterian Church in America. En-
closed please find a copy of the minutes of our meeting held Sunday, March 9,
1980." Signed by Coy Hughes. The enclosed minutes showed a votelof 23 for
withdrawal and one against.

Motion was made and seconded to accept the action of South Ruffner Church
. on having withdrawn from New River Presbytery and the P.C.A.; and to have
\;;// the eclerk acknowledge this to the session of the South Ruffner Church, ex-—
pressing the regret of the Presbytery; and pray the pedple will continue
to study the Westminster Confession of Fyith to see its conformity to the
Word of God;end pray their return to the P.C.A. in the future. DMotion car-
ried. That ¢oncluded the clerk's report.

The moderator assigned the duty of examining the sessional records to the
MUS Committee at710:15, recess time.

The moderator reported that a delegation from the Jersey Presbyterian
Church, Jersey, Ohio was coming and that that church would possibly peti-
tion NewRiver Presbytery. He requested that they be given the privilege
of the floor. Granted. ‘

Committee Reports: Ministers and Candidates - The moderator turned the chair
over to F. S. Shockley while he took the floor to read the report of the
Commission to Work with South Ruffner Church and Rev. William Fitzhenry.

Tt was moved that the report be made a part of the minutes. Motion car-
ried. (Exhibit 4) , -

A call to George Alder II from Friendship Shurch was read. That call, with
the information that Rev. Alder is self-employed, is attached to these
minutes. (Exhibit B). His installation will take place in a called meeting
of Presbytery on April 12 at 1:00 p.m. Norman Evans will preach, Doug
Dority will preside, Bob Kresge will charge the congregation and pastor,
*\;;//‘Rod Mays will give the benediction. :

A called meeting of Presbytery will be held at Friemdship Church on April 12
for the purpose of examining Rev. Ron Parrish prior to his becoming the
organizing pastor of the Martinsville Mission.
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It was moved and seconded to ask the Moderator to write Rev. David Wil-
liams to see if he is involved in organizing a church in North Georgla
Presbytery (P.C.A.). Motion carried.
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Rev. Bolus moved the meport as.a whele be received. Motion carried.

The delegation from the Jersey Church arrived and were invited to the
platform. Rev. Stephen Mesarch stated the: church'es desire to be affil-
iated with the PCA and their being directed to the New River Presbytery
by some other ministers in the P.C.A. His remarks were followed by those
Vernon Smith and Bob Shaffer, teaching elders. :

Mission to the Unitéd States - given by chairman Dodd. He moved that the
MUS Conference be postponed. Seconded and carried.

The report of the organization meeting of Friendship Church was presented
and received as information. It was moved that Presbytery's financial sup-
port of George Alder be discontinued as of April 1 and that he periodically
report on his church'es financial status. Motion carried.

T+ was moved that the Martinsville Mission be received under the super-
vision of the Westminster session. Motion carried. Two men present were
introduced and spoke briefly. They were Jim Robertson and Larry Burgin.

The call of the Martinsﬁille Mission to Rev. Ron Parrish was approved.
~  (Bxhibit C)

- Norman Bvans moved that since the support of the Princeton Church will
cease as of April 1, thereby freeing Presbytery's budget for the remainder
of 1980, and since there are several areas of West Virginia without a PCA
witness and possibly with little or no Reformed and Presbyterian witness (as
Clarksburg, Parkersburg, Morgantown, etc.), therefore we instruct the MUS
Committee to act quickly to seek potentiah mission works in these or other
areas through advertising. Motion approved.

Norman Evans made the following motion concerning the Pliny Church - since
there are presently no active elders living in the area of the church now,
and since there are only two or three ladies attending the church, the

MUS "~ Committee is instructed to contanct them about changing to a mission
ststus under Presbytery's MUS Committee guidance. Motion approved.

Rev. Dodd moved the report'be received as a whole. Motion carried.

Mission to the World - made by chairman Harry lMusser, Jr. He reported on
his attendance at a seminar on foreign missions at which the entire staff

of MTW was present. Work with the refugees in southeast Asia was one of

the seminar subjects. Presbytery was reminded of the importance of Missions
Conferences. Report received as information.

Christian Bducation - made by George Alder, chairman. Believing that the
campus ministry at the University of Charleston will continue to be led by
o Rev. Pitzhenry, Pat Jenkins, committee member will keep in touch with him
\__/ in case Presbytery could be of assistance.

7N
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Following considerable discussion, it was moved by the chairman that
Presbytery camp be held at the Bluefield Salvation Army Camp in the
‘month of August looking to Presbytery for help in supplying counselors
"and a minimum of 50 children. DMotion carried.

The report was received as a whole.

Examinstion of Minutes: During a recess sessional minutes were examined
with the following notations:
Westminster - no exceptions or notations
Faith - no exceptions or notations
Kanawha Salines - no exceptions, several notations
Lebanon - two exceptions concerning each set of minutes;
who opened meetings with prayer and who closed
them with prayer? also who makes motions?
Iittle River - fTwo notations, the first similar to the
first exception above, t he second asking if the
meetings are called or stated.
Littlepage - no exceptions,cone hotadtion concerning closing
prayer for September 24 meeting.
Friendship = no exceptions or notations
Covenant -~ to be examined at called meeting on April 12.

Committee reports continued following recess: Nominating Committee - no
report.

GA Nominating Committee - Norman Evans, Presbytery representative, attended
the meeting in Atlanta, having previously supplied names for all GA commit-
tees. He was chosen committee secretary. Harry Musser, Jr. is the com-
mittee's choice for MTTW. Rev. Evans was nominated for the Assembly Theo-
logical Examining Committee. Report received as information.

Stewardship Committee - no report

New Business: An overture(exhibit D) from Covenant was distributed and
considereéd. Jim Eades moved its approval. Motion seconded. It failed to
carry by a vote of 12 against and two for. Rev. Mays notified Presbytery
that a complaint would be filed with the GA. Rev. Alder moved that the
moderator represent Presbytery at GA in regards to the complaint.

The moderator was also designated to represent Presbytery in response to
complaint filed concerning Presbytery's handling of matters with Rev. Lin-
wood Wilkes. '

The moderator presented a personal overture. Since there were no copies
and because of the difficulty of voting on the overture without reading it,
it was moved that copies be mailed to Presbytery and that it be considered
at the July meeting. Carried.

Thomas Minter moved that all overtures be in the hands of the clerk thirty
days prior to Presbytery and that copies be mailed t0 Presbytery before the
meeting. Motion carried.

. Presbytery recessed for dimner at 1:00. At the dinner George Alder read the
report of the Committee on Thanks.

Presbytery reconvened at 2:30. The minutes of the 17th Stated Meeting were
corrected as follows:

. .-



To be added to the Mission to the United States report: "It was moved
and seconded that a congregation from Indian Valley, Virginia, be accepted

~ a8 a mission under the Westminster session. MNotion carried."

—_ Third paragraph from bottom of page 2: change to "John Dodd moved that

a Presbytery MUS Conference be held April 19, 1980, with details to be
worked out by the MUS Committee by the March meeting and with all churches
to be encouraged to guard the date and participate in the Conference.
Motion seconded and carried."

Installation of WIC officers on page 4 - change 10 read "George Alder
installed Mrs. Jeanne Martin as president and Mrs. Dama Lynn as treasurer.
The other new officers, Mrs. Elizabeth Dunbar (chairwoman of the Christian
Growth Committee) and Mrs. Willadean Plantz (chairmwoman of the MUS Com-
mittee) were absent."

Third paragraph from close of minutes on page 4: change to "Rev. Evans,
who had voted with the majority in the executive session, requested a re-
consideration of that decision and then moved that Rev. Wilkes be instruc-
ted to write to each person he previously wrote to regarding Rev. Fitz-
henry, expressing his wrong and repentance for his remarks nade against
the character of Rev. Fitzhenry. ‘Seconded and carried.’ .

Presbytery adjourned with prayer at 2:40.
Respectfully submitted,

ézii:rt E. Kre Zg :

sge
Stated Clerk

(July meeting - July 11 and 12 at Rebecca Littlepage)
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PORT OF THE COMMISSION OF NEW RIVER PRESBYTERY TC WORM WITH SCUTH RUFFNER
PRESPYTED

TAY CHURCH AND REV. WI LIAV ?Imqu”“V oF C{A WWESTOAN, WEST VIRGINIA.

1. November 9-10, 1979: Presbvtery meeting at'LebanonfChﬁrch; Craigsville, Va.

A communicationm was received from the South Ruffner Preshvterian Church,
termed an- “appeal!’ by them, but received later as a ‘'memorial” by the commis-
sion of presbyterv. "This memorial concerned a request for action on a previous
call by members of the congregation to' the Session of the church to hear a call
to ask presbytery to terminate the pastoral relationshin:of William Fitzhenry
with the church. The meeting was not cialled by Session; rather, it was seen as
out of order, disturbing to the peacé and unity of the church, and thé members
sionlrg the petition and two elders (Bob Callagher and Coy Hughes) were dis-
missed by Session as elders of the South Puffner Church. Alsg, in the back
ground of matters was a previous congregational meeting in which there was a
vote (27-23) of the cohgregation to leave the P.C.A. That meeting was ruled by
the MGderator as having failed: and the call for a congregational meeting to
terminate the nastoral relationshiv followed. It should be noted that the
memcrial-to preshytery d4id -.%. contest Mr. ?1tzbenry s ruling that a simple
majority- did not. carty the notlon. (See Memorial ‘#1, below).

it was the pleasure of nresbytery to anpoint a commission to seek to handle
the situation’ at: the: «church.  The{ commission was. termed. an. Admlnlstratlve Com—. ©
mission, and nade up of the present Cormittee on Candldates and ”1n1sters w1th
the additdomdf. Rastor: James: Fisheland: Puling elder. Pat Jenkins c

With the men just mentioned, the Cormission was comprised of meachlno TJ‘Iders,
Michael_Bolus, George Alder, and John Dodd; and, RPuling Elders, Curtls.Parroll
Jerry Martin, znd Charles Kemnedy. '

The nresbytery gave commission autborltv to meet with the conorepatmon, the
nastor, nd the se33101 and seek to mcke binding - dec151ons hy “ecemher 31, 1979,

-’( T‘

2. December 1 '1979:."Commission met at Princeton PCA Mission Prlnceton, W. Va.

Present: Michael Bolus, George Alder, James Fishel, Pat Jenklns, Jerrv Martin,
Curtis Cazroll (John Dodd and Charles Kennedy, absent) ’

The Commission had present as an invited guest, Dr. Morton Smith, Stated
Clerk of the Geheral Assemblv, “Dr. Smith was consulted on promer procedures.

As Commission was called to order in prayer by the chairman of Candidates
and Ministers Committee, Mr. Bolus, two procedural matters were then handled.
Wr, Bolus was electdd as chairman and Mr. Martin as secretary of the Commission.
. The commission nroceeded to ask Dr. Smith to sit with them, and moved to
form themselves as an administrative: commission, no judicial-cése being before-
the commission.  (Book of Church Order, chapter 41 ).  Mermors/

The communication, refered by nreshvtery, was received as an 4=@B%, in ac-
cordance with B.C.0Q, 41-5. Parties from the conore?atlon submitting the "Mem—
orial’ (which they had imororerly labeled as an “Apneal’) were heard; then,
Pastor, and narties representing Session were heard by the Commission: Action
of Commission was: S : S

(1) In Pegard to Yemorial #1...The General Assembly’'s Judicial Business

Committee was to contacted forfan oninion.',The Hemorial feads as follows:

”Wit out substanrlatlon or reFerence to unhold h1s dec151on,'the*'
Mederator, le am A, Fitzhenry,. ruled, from tha\ alr that a ma-

‘Jorlty, or 51% of the merhers on the church roll as”of Cetober  °
21, 1979 w-uld be required for the motion to nass. An appeal of
the decision (riling) of the chair was nronetly made and seconded,
The moderator, William A. Fitzhenrv, refused te pnlace the anpeal
of the decision of the chair to a vote by the comgregation, as re-
cuired by standard meetine nractices.:The moderator, Mr. Fitzhenry,
stated erroneously that his ruling was not debatable..”

(2) In-regard to Memorial #2...The Commission voted to instruct the Session
of South Ruffner Church to call a congregational meeting no later’ than Dec.
31, 1979 for the nurnose of metitionirp-Yew River Presbyvtery: to:dissolve
the pastoral relationship between °ev. W1111em 4. Fitzhenry and the South
Ruffner Presbvterian Churcn. ' - S
Further, on the basis of B.C.Q.'411253;;the Commission questioned -
whether the S&ssion acted in wisdom and equity and in a suited manner to
the welfare of the church in suspendine these members from the sealing
ordinances of the church, and reaquired the South Puffner Session to review
its action and to correct it by rescinding its nrevious action, thus allow-
ing the conoreoatlonal meeting 'to oroceed with those. neonle legally allowed
to vote in the meeting. Should the' vote to sever the mastoral- relationshin
carry, the Commission recommends the church continue Yr. ~1tzhenrv s fi-
nancial supoort until presbvtery dissolves the relationship.. :

. :G“-H.r,i}:} A ”.&g"': ’
cEm e . . o
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(2)

Memorial #2: "At a legally called session meetine on Cctober.
27, 1979,the clerk of session, Coy Fughes, presented a neti-
tlon 31gned by 32 members requesting a congrerational meeting
to dissolve our pastoral relation with William A. Fitzhenry.

Mr. F1tzhenry charged elders Gallagher and Hughes with conduct
which is againit the peace, unity and purity of the church. Mr.
Fitzhenry then ordered them out of the meeting and proceeded to
susnend them, and using the petltlon, to susvend members re-
corded thereon from the sealing ordlnances and from all offices
of the -church. - As of this writine, the petition to call a
congregational meetlng that was properly présented at the
October 27, 1979 session meeting has heen 1gnoLed in V1olat10n
of thes Beck of Church Order, Chanter 26-2.7"

wot2)...It should be noticed that there was a sense of uneasiness concernlng

the denial of B¢b Gallagher about certain chapters in the Confession of Faith,
which cume to the surfaace more in later talks among the Commission. This re-
sultzd, as later Minutes show, 1n the call of the resignation of the Session
at South Ruffner church and the 'election of a new Session, examined by the
preshbytery's Commission).

3. December 5, 1979: On Tuesday, Decemher &4, 1979, Mr, Fitzhenry contacted Mr.
Rolus, chalrman of the Commission, and asked the follow1n0'

--1--That commission act to receive his res1gnat10n either by Dec. 16, or
Dec. 31,

—-2--That he receive salary through Pecember, 1979, and be allowed to live
in the Manse (If Needed) until June 1, 19%8C.

~-3--That it would be his intention to seek ministry in the RPCES.

—~=f4~=That he understood this to rescind his comnlaint to the General Assembly

abatit the action of Presbyterv fin estab11sh1ng the Admlnlstratlve Com~
mission.

The chairman, Mr. Bolus, polled the members of the Commission, and the re-

sults wers:

--1-~Instruct the Session of South Ruaner to call a congregational meeting
on December 16, 1979 for the ‘purpose. of oresent1ng the resignation of
Pastor Fltzhenry

-=2--That the re31gnat1on be effect1ve December 16 1979, as soon as voted
on and approved by the cougre?at1on.

~=3~=That the church be asked to continue salary for Pastor “1tzhenry, if
needed, for as much as 90 days from December 16, 1972;: and to allow
him the use of the Manse until June 1, 1920, if needed.

~~4~-That the Commission, under provisions of BCO chapter 41, remind the
Session to proceed immediately to review and correct previous action
in suspending the 38 members of the church, as having been found out
of accord with our Constitution.

--5-~That the présent Session of South Ruffner resiegn and call a congrega-
tiomal meeting for January 27, 1980 for the vurpose of electing a new
Session. All 5 present members weuld be elégible for renomination,
along with cther men biblically qualified (BCC, chp. 25). With the re-
s1gnat10ﬁ of the Session it would be the resvonsibility of the Commis=
sion to meet with, interview, and determiné all men elégible for hav-
ing names of ballot,

The congrdgat101 was’ 1nformed of these actions and given a month from
December 9, 1979 to January 6, 1980 to-submit names to the Commission
through a Nomlnatlons ‘Box in the,vest1bu1e of the church.

It was determlned in order to help the church proceed as smoothly as
possible, that the Session would. resign on the _day of the electlon and
then the congregation would immediately pxpgeed to re-elect a qe331on
from the names approved by the Commission of Presbytery.

December 16, 1979 A congregat1on&1 meeting was held at the South Ruffner
{Church, the congrggation voting to accept Rev. Fitzhenry's resignation and
continue salary until January 31, 1980, with use of Manse until June 30,
1989, if needed. It should be noted that the 90 day salary recommendatlon
by the Commission was rejected.

January 6, 1990 A congregatlonal meeting was held at the South Ruffner
Church, at which the action of the congregation:on December 16, 1979 was
recon31dered The resulting new action was to stop salary on December 31,
1979, and ask Mr.’Fltzhenry to vacate the manse in 30 days.

Note: By this tlme 1nformat1on had come that Vr. 1t2henry wae meeting
with a group, which later has become a mission church of the RPCES. This
was a factor in the January 6, 1920 meeting.
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1t should be noted that the chairman, Mr. Bolus,
raceived a phone call from Pastor, Rod Mays about the action
asking Mr. Fitzhenry to vacate the Manse in 30 days. He
voiced valid concerns that this was "pushing’” Mr. Fitzhenry
into a bad position, especially in 1light of the tight and
inflated realty situation in the Kanawha Valley. The chairman
agreed with Mr. Mays that this seemed harsh, and wrote to Mr.
Coy Hughes, clerk of Session at South Ruffner, and expressed
to him that he hoped the church would be more reasonable with
Mr. Fitzhenry. The chairman expressed to Mr. Hughes that he
felt that under the circumstances Mr. Fitzhenry would most
likely wish to vacate the Manse as soon as possible, and that
the church acted wrongly in demanding that he be out of the
manse 1n 30 days. A copy of the leteer was sent to Mr. Fitz-
henry. Evidentlw, thevs was reconsideration, and Mr. Fitzhenry
has been allowed to remain in the Manse, saying that he has a
place to move to by April.

(IT IZ WOTED AT THIS PCINT THAT NEWS HAS COME OF THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE SOUTH
RUFFNER CHKURCH FROM THE P.C.A., ON MARCH 9, 1980, BY A VOTE OF 23 to 1. WHILE,
THEREFORE, ALL THIS MAY SEEM ACADEMIC, THE COMMISSION WISHES TO STATE THAT UP
UNTIL THE VOTE OF THE CONGREGATION, THE COMMISSION WAS LED TC BELIEVE THAT THE
SESSION AND PEOPLE OF THE SOUTH RUFFNER CHURCH WANTED TO REMAIN A PART OF THE
P.C.A., AND WE HAVE PROCEEDED IN GOOD FAITH TRYING TO HELP THEM) .

6~ January 8, 1980: Bttt bR S LSRR S bkt R G £ b
BBAB3B333833B313B3833338R38
The Hominations box was opened and the commission met at Littlepage Church.
"The following men were nominated as elder: Lawrence Stalnaker, Allison
McDaniel, Coy Hughes. Mr. McDaniel and Mr. Hughes informed the oommission
they would be willing to serve if elected; Mr, Stalnaker declined the nom-
ination.

7- Jsnuary 25 and 26, 1980: Meeting of Commission.: The commission met at the
South Ruffner Church to examine the candidates for elder. Those members of
the commission peesent were: Rev. James Fishel, Rev. John Dodd, Rev. George
Alder, and Ruling elders Jerrv Martin and Pat Jenkins. The examination of
Mr. Hughes and Mr. McDaniel were sustained and it was recommended to pre-
sent their names to the congregation of South Ruffner.

8~ January 27, 1980: The congregation of South Ruffner Church met, voting to
reject the resignations of Elders Hughes,M¢IManiel, and Gallagher and to ac-—
cepnt the resignation of elders Gay and Whittington. These three men (Hughes,
Gallagher, and McDaniel) are the present Session of the Church. K

NOTE: It whould be recognized by presbytery that after the January 27th meet-
ing of the congregation, questinns were raised among commissionmembers
as to the eligibilitv of Mr. Gallagher to serve. He was contacted by
the chairman and asked if he would be willing to receive some further
instruction in those chapters of the WCF which troubled’ him. He agreed
to do so and was sent material for study by Mr. Bolus. The results of
the study were never returned. In the meantime, the chairman received a
cill from the Secsion of South Ruffner ingdiring as to their membership
in the presbytery and if they should come to the next presbytery meeting.
This seemed confusing to the chairman, who told them that it was assumed
by everyone concerned that they were members of presbytery and we had
proceeded on that basis, and they should be at the presbytery meeting.

On Tuesday, March l1th, the chairman of commission telephoned Mr. Dodd
and asked him to contact Mr. Gallagher as to his intentions about the

“finstructions  iHTHE WCF, “Latef, “the  chairman received-acatlfrom Mrys—=—=""

Gallagher informing him that on March 9th the congregation had voted to
withdraw from the PCA and that the clerk of nresbytery had been sent
a report of the meeting. When asked why the congregation had taken such
a step, Mr. GAllagher replied that they didn't agree with or want to
have anything to do any longer with the Westminster Confession of Faith.

9, THE COMMISSION RECOMMENDS AND MOVES THE PRESBYTERY, THEREFORE, TO TAKE TWO

ACTIONS TODAY:

—-1--Move to imstruct the Clerk to send a letter in good standing to the
appropriate presbsytery of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangeligal
Synod for Rev. William A, Fitzhenry, who is now the Pastor of the RPCES

mission in Charleston, West Virginia.

~-2--Move the Clerk to notify the Session and congregation of the South

Ruffner Church of our dropning them from the rolls of the presbytery
and the P.C.A., praying they will study our Confessional Standards
further to see their agreeableness to the Word of God, and reverse
their decision one day and return to fellowshis among us in the P.C.A.



- EXEIBIT B -

. The Friendship Prosbxterian Church in Amerloa, Princoton,
isflod of ths

':V1rginia, being on sufriciont grounds well sat ‘
il  »,.$

5ﬁjterial qualificationn ‘of you, George Bayns Aldcr, 1I,

huring}good hopes from our knowledge of your labora that your

istrations in the Gospel will be profitable to our npiritual

de earmestly call you to ‘undertake the pastoral ofricc

imﬁéxnsta; |
in the diseharge of your dntxslff

ﬁa;aaid eongrogttion, -promising you,

tll.;ropor support,. sncouragement aad obedience in the Lord. That

znn!ma37bc free from
: e and dbligo ourselves to pay

}VO provide $#50 (fi:ty dollars) toward your automobile cxponsas i;j~
hls vacatnax oach year,;;;i;

worldly~oaros and avocatioms, we hsrcby
your phome bilk CachAnnnxh h

» cm¢h mcmtm aIc-g with amother bonsfit, ‘a2 mont
"durins the time of your beinrg and eontinning,ths rcguiar pastar ot

,hia chureh. |
In tostimony-whnr.or we have rospeotivoly subseribed our

;  ’ this 9th day of Mareh, 4.D. 1380.

: Attest I, ‘having moderé;ed the congrogational neeting which; L

lcztcnded a call to George Bayne Alder, II for his ministerial

¥ that the call has been made in all respocts»"‘
wa in the Book of Churea Order, and

" services, do cortlr
aceording to the rules laid do
that the porsons who signed the forogoing call were authorized to

éfiig;ZJVfJZ§Zézvzé;é§9

Moderator of the Mectﬁng

~ do 80 by vote of the somgregatiom.




EXHIBIT C

A Petition to the Presbytery of New River
of the Presbyterian Church in America |

concerning the Organization of a Martinsville Mission Church

March 14, 1980
Martinsville, Virginisa

In gratitude to our soverelgn God for bringing us together
as a group of believers in the gospel of Jesus Christ in the
Martinsville, Henry County area; and

In appreclatlon for the wise counsel and ready assistance
provided by various members, ministers, committees and courts
of the Presbyterian Church in America over the past year;

We the under31gned as indicated below, petition the
Presbytery of New River to organize us into a particular
mission church in accordance with the prov131ons of the Book
of Church Order of the Presbyterian Church in America.

In maklng this request, relying on God for strength, we
solemnly promise and covenant to walk together as an organized
mission church, on the pr1n01ples of the faith and order
of the Presbyterlan Church in America, being zealous and
faithful in maintaining the peace and purity of the whole
body.

Adopted
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T0 THE NEW RIVER PRESBYTERY

WHEREAS , the boundaries of the New River Presbytery are very broad
and the nine churches distantly scattered; thereby, making fellow-

ship and cooperation difficult, and

WHEREAS, the 1978 yearbook of the Presbyterian Church in America
records a very poor financial report of total contributions to
the Presbytery by its churches of $6,164 of which approximately
80% of that amount goes to one mission work in Princeton; thereby,
making it fiﬁancially impbssible to begin other new works or

support other causes, and

‘WHEREAS, two of the nine churches have only reported 17 and 34
members respectively and have not had any reported additions in
1978. One has not had a pastor in several years and thé other

is in a two field situation, and

WHEREAS , three of the churches (Lebanon, Little River, and
Westmlnster) and the mission, (Princeton) are closer to the

bounds of other Presbyterys, and

WHEREAS,'several Presbytery meetings in the past have shown very
serious divisions, doctrinal disagreement, and a disregard for
the Book of Church Order and the Westminster Confession of

Faith, and
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WHEREAS, it is apparent to this session that the New River Presbytery

does nothing but meet four times a year, supports a struggling
mission work with most of its money, and shows no viability or
effectiveness in starting new churches, nor is financially able

to start any churches, and

WHEREAS, the New River Presbytery has been cited by the General

Assembly for improper action, and

WHEREAS, a commission appointed by Presbytery‘failed to carry
out and enforce its decisions as well as taking improper action,

and

WHEREAS, this same commission obviously, took sides with a dissi-

dent and non-confessional group, and

WHEREAS, the New River Presbytery has shown its inabiiity to

deal with one of its churches and has seen a division take place,

which has possibly reduced the number of churches in the Presbytery

and has definitely affected the financial base of the Présbytery.'

and,

WHEREAS, the Presbytery failed to deal with one of its ministers
who had written slanderous remarks about another miniSter in

the New River Presbytery{

THEREFORE, because the New River Presbytefy has praven-itself
not to be viable and effective, due to financial'weaknesses. the
number of churches, geographical locations, seriouS'divisions
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and doctfinal differences. the eession of the Covenant Presbyterian
Church, believing that the New.River Presbytery is not viable as
a Reformed Presbyterian witness in the Presbyterian Church in
America hereby overtures the New River Presbytery to overture
the General Assembiy of the Presbyterian Church in America to
dissolve the New River Presbytery and approve the following plan:
1. That the following ministers and, or their churches
due to their geographical locations, seek to labor in
the bounds of the Mid-Atlantic Presbytery:
Rev., Wayne Good
Rev, William Hill
Rev. Lee Trinkle
Rev., Linwood Wilkes
2., That the Rev. David Williams, due to his geographical
location, seek to labor in the bounds of the North Georgia
Presbytery.
‘3., - That the following ministers and, or their churches
due to their geographical locations, seek *to lebor in

the Westminster Presbytery:

Rev. George Alder Rev. Norman Evans
Rev, Mickey Bolus Rev, Jim Fishel
Rev. John Dodd Rev. Rod Mays

South Ruffner Presbyterian Pliny Presbyterian Church
Church '

Approved unanimously by the Session of the Covenant Presbyterian

Church  2/18/80 .

Dr. Rod S. Mays, Moderator Mr. Mark George

Mr. L. Paige Melton, Clerk Mr. Jim Eades
Mr. Ralph Martin Mr. Jim Jarvis

Mr. John Handley ‘ Mr. Jack Simpson



